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Course 
Summary: 

This course will focus on actual risk of violent clients, correlate individual and situational violent 
behavior, legal issues, intra-psychic factors during psychotherapy and the duty to protect. The intent 
of this course is to teach a standard of care for the prediction of the violent behavior of clients and to 
reduce the potential of legal risks. Topics covered include risk of violence, protection, victimology, 
privileged communications, transference and psychopathic implications, neuropsychological factors, 
mental status, duty to warn, evolving case law, discharge of duty, and the treatment plan.  

 
 
Performance Objectives:  
A) List four factors relating to risk from violence. 
B) Identify four factors relating to protection from violence. 
C) Identify two elements in the law regarding duty to warn. 
D) List two factors regarding a treatment plan for violent offenders. 

 
Course Outline   

Day 
Time 
Begin 

(24 Hour) 

Time 
End 
(24 

Hour) 
Subject or Topic Instructional

Methodology 

1 0800 1000 Introduction. Overview of violence in the U.S., Cross-cultural 
comparisons, and how violence is measured. 

Lecture 
Group 
Discussion 
Audio/Video 
Clip  

1 1000 1200 When and where violence occurs. Gangs and female violence. Mass 
murders and serial murders. 

Lecture 
Group 
Discussion 
Audio/Video 
Clip  

1 1200 1300 Lunch   

1 1300 1500 Violence prediction and responsibilities. Predicting mass and serial 
murders. 

Lecture 
Group 
Discussion 
Audio/Video 
Clip  

1 1500 1700 Predicting family and random violence. Prediction-future trends. 
Summary and Evaluations. 

Lecture 
Group 
Discussion 
Audio/Video 
Clip  

 
 
 


