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Course 
Summary: 

The focus of the course will be on the mentally ill offender. Topics covered will include overview of 
psychological concepts, personality development and mental illness, competence, legal tests, 
psychosis, case studies, sanity and legal test, psychological issues, the Jonestown tapes - 
martyrdom or madness, the trial of Jim Jones, other types of mentally ill offenders, treatment options 
for the mentally ill offender, and placement options for the mentally ill offender.  

 
 
Performance Objectives:  
A) Identify two ways to determine competence. 
B) Identify three ways to determine sanity. 
C) Identify three treatment options and three placement options. 

 
Course Outline   

Day 

Time 
Begin 

(24 
Hour) 

Time 
End 
(24 

Hour) 
Subject or Topic Instructional

Methodology

1 0800 1000 Sanity: legal tests, psychological issues, the Jonestown tapes, martyrdom or 
madness? 

Lecture 
Group 
Discussion 
Audio/Video 
Clip  

1 1000 1200 

Introduction and Orientation. Western justice and Soviet psychiatry, 
overview of psychological concepts, personality development and mental 
illness, competence legal tests, psychological concepts, mental retardation, 
psychosis, and case studies. 

Lecture 
Group 
Discussion 
Audio/Video 
Clip  

1 1200 1300 Lunch   

1 1300 1500 
The trial of Jim Jones: sanity phase, role playing exercises, other types of 
mentally ill offenders, antisocial personalities, the mentally disordered sex 
offender 

Lecture 
Group 
Discussion 
Audio/Video 
Clip 
Role Play  

1 1500 1700 Treatment options for the mentally ill offender. Placement options for the 
mentally ill offender. Summary and evaluations. 

Lecture 
Group 
Discussion 
Evaluation  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


